
Mary at the Wedding at Cana 
 
John 2:1-11 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine 
gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said 
to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the 
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars 
with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it 
to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and 
did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward 
called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior 
wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 Jesus did 
this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
 
What are your initial thoughts on this passage? Do you have any questions? 
Worth noting – wedding celebrations last a week.  
 
Why does Mary bring this to Jesus’ attention and not that of the bridegroom? 
Perhaps Jesus deliberately acts as a Jewish bridegroom by providing wine when it is not his job. 
Mary could be referring to the following passages. 
 
How do you feel about the way in which Jesus speaks to his mother? 
May be a reference to Eve. 
 
Isaiah 24:7-11 
The wine dries up, 
    the vine languishes, 
    all the merry-hearted sigh. 
8 The mirth of the timbrels is stilled, 
    the noise of the jubilant has ceased, 
    the mirth of the lyre is stilled. 
9 No longer do they drink wine with singing; 
    strong drink is bitter to those who drink it. 
10 The city of chaos is broken down, 
    every house is shut up so that no one can enter. 
11 There is an outcry in the streets for lack of wine; 
    all joy has reached its eventide; 
    the gladness of the earth is banished. 
 
Isaiah 25:6-8 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
    of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
7 And he will destroy on this mountain 
    the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
    the sheet that is spread over all nations; 



8     he will swallow up death forever. 
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
    and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
    for the Lord has spoken. 
 
What does Jesus mean by “My hour has not yet come”? 
 
Amos 9:11-13 
On that day I will raise up 

    the booth of David that is fallen, 

and repair its breaches, 

    and raise up its ruins, 

    and rebuild it as in the days of old; 
12 in order that they may possess the remnant of Edom 

    and all the nations who are called by my name, 

    says the Lord who does this. 
13 The time is surely coming, says the Lord, 

    when the one who plows shall overtake the one who reaps, 

    and the treader of grapes the one who sows the seed; 

the mountains shall drip sweet wine, 

    and all the hills shall flow with it. 
 
 
Is a prophecy being fulfilled in Jesus? 
 
Why would Jesus say that his hour had not yet come but then perform the miracle anyway? Is he 
refusing something else? 
He may be telling her that it is not yet time for the messianic wine of the hour of the last supper and 
death 
 
 
The Covenant and Last Supper 
 
Exodus 24:3-8 
3 Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the ordinances; and all the people 
answered with one voice, and said, “All the words that the Lordhas spoken we will do.” 4 And Moses 
wrote down all the words of the Lord. He rose early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of 
the mountain, and set up twelve pillars, corresponding to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 He sent young 
men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed oxen as offerings of well-being 
to the Lord. 6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he dashed against 
the altar. 7 Then he took the book of the covenant, and read it in the hearing of the people; and they 
said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8 Moses took the blood and 
dashed it on the people, and said, “See the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.” 
 
 
John 13:1-4 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world 
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The 
devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during 



supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going to God, 4 got up from the table,[a] took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself.  
 
Mark 14:24-25 
He said to them, “This is my blood of the[g] covenant, which is poured out for many. 25 Truly I tell you, 
I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of 
God.” 
 
Luke 22:20 
20 And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the 
new covenant in my blood.  
 
1 Corinthians 11:25 
In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 
If the first covenant was between God and the 12 tribes of Israel, what is the significance of the last 
supper? Can you see any links? 
 
Can you notice any similarities between a wedding feast and these descriptions of the last supper? 
 
How does this relate to the wedding at Cana story if Mary is referring to the prophets when she 
informs Jesus about the wine? 
 
 
Jesus’ Passion and Death 
 
John 19:25-30 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife 

of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 

standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, 

“Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am 

thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch 

of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then 

he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 
Do you notice any similarity in the language used around Mary? 
 
Can we understand the wedding hour, the last supper hour and the hour of passion and death as 
united? 
The telos (love to the very end) unites the three 


